ionom SELEOTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS, 


' PUBLISHED IN THE 
_ PUNJAB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, 
AND THE 
‘CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


From the 16th to the 24th of Seam 1868. 


‘Tue Oudh Ukhbar of the 19th of May publishes news thom 
Cashmere. The writer reports all peaceful and prosperous 
there up to the 11th of May : all are said to be contented and 
happy. The writer says :—‘ A Cashmeree who had bought 
some stolen property was taken into Court, the charge proved 
against him, and the sentence passed by the Dewan was that 
his face should be blackened, and that he be paraded through 
the city, as an example to all other evil-doers—which sentence 
was at once carried out.” Another Cashmeree overloaded his 
boat to such an extent that it sank, and took with it some . 
Rs. 200 worth of property. The roads are said to be under — 
repair; the large drains in the city filled up. ‘‘ The shawl 
merchants are so pleased with the reduction of their taxes 
that they are engages with dances and other amusements 

night and day.” | 


Under the heading c Headeha? ? the tax or fine imposed 
upon over-laden boats, is noticed. ‘It appears that boats full 
of. human beings, bound. on pilgrimages | to Doorgajee, are also 
taxed, “under the impression that they are laden above two 
ft on maunds : ted therefore,” adds the writer, ‘¢-men too are 
taxed, and considered a sort of ‘merchandize. In the city, 
People whd #0 for pleasure-trips on the river are algo subject 
to‘a tax, ©: Inthe’ Mungul Fair; where hundreds and thousands 
of boats é ave filled: with human beings, let. us see what arrange- 
mente‘ will béecmade: for levying thetax..: By some means or 


other the market 


¢ 
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famine inflicted a severe blow upon the people, and now this 


tax upon them is even worse. Besides this, the town duty will 
come into operation -next, month.. God. be merciful to his 


creatures !—this dearness causes terrible distress.” 


The rules for the guidance of country or native doctors 
are noticed. If is said that the Doctor Sahib of the Govern- 
ment Hospital went to Boorhanpore, and ordered the Tehseel- 
dar to send for all those who practised medicine. Fourteen 
men of‘ Unani and Misr practice were brought to him, and 
were duly warned to learn their duty, and make themselves 
proficient in the art of medicine; to go daily to the hospital 
and study surgery ; and henceforth to act or practise under 
the supervision of Government,” &c., &c. 


It was also told them that ‘*they would be expected to under- 
go an examination, and that only those-who passed would be 
allowed to practise. They remarked that they were too old now 
to learn ; and after the doctor had given them more advice, 
he dismissed them. Now, many of tke Aakeems, who are only 
so in name, are much concerned as to the nature and inten- 
tions of the plan in course of introduction,” &c., &e. 


The Aliygurh Institute Gazette of the 22nd of May i is mainly 
taken up with an account of the visit of Sir William Muir, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces, to 
Allygurh and the Allygurh Institute, which he visited almost 
immediately after his arrival. His Honor also presided at a 


meeting in the evening, an account of which is given at 
length. 


The Julwatore of the 24th of May extracts from English 
and other papers. The ancient practice of throwing sick am 
into holes, when there was no hope of their recovery, 1s 
noticed. They are, in fact, buried alive; and this custom 1s 
said to preva | in the Sustowtie and Marwar country. The 


writer says,—=“ If there is so much darkness still i in such great 
Biates, what can be expected in other places ae 


The Moofeed-ool-Anam of the 21st. of May brings to notioe 
that ‘ the cultivation at Dera Ishmail Khan kas _ suffered 
severely from hail-storms, in consequence of which the culti- 
vators have petitioned for a reduction of revenue, and the 
Government: will perhaps give & favourable: reply,’ 
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>It iy also mentioned that, after the capture of Bhootan, the 
Governtient; in accordance with. its agreem ent, sent the an~ 
gal alléwanee; but the Chief would not accept it. The 
Government gives this allowance as an ‘act of grace,’ but the 
Chief wishes to receive and recognize it as a, collection of 
revenue ; so that, just for the sake of the above word or name, 
he has refused to accept it. At first, the Chief sent a very 
ordinary person to receive the money, but Colonel Haughton 
wrote and informed him that until some person of conse- 
quence was sent, it would not be paid; and now the only 
dispute 1s concerning the * act of grace.’ Let us see whe- 
ther the Chief will accept the money, or leave it, for the sake 
of his own word. But the argument is not this, but that he 
should go against the treaty, and the Government have to 
bring him to terms.” 


Under the heading of the <i ane *¢ Under the 
lamp is darkness, ” the following appears :—“ In the station 
of Soonah, Goorgaon District, it has been the custom, since 
the rebellion, for the: prisoners, after eating their meals at 
11 o’clock’ to.return to their place of confinement; and on the 
road, their relations, who are concealed, manage to mix them- 
selves up with the guards, and have meetings with the pri- 
soners, The order of the Medical Officer is to the effect that 
prisoners be allowed to meet their relations only once in six 
months ; yet, in the face of this, the Police allow this irregu- 
larity.” 


The Punjabee Ukhbar of the 22nd of May, and the Raknoo- 
mai Punjab of the satie date, do not require particular atten- 
tion. 


The Kaleid Ummed of the 23rd of May publishes the follow. 
ing :—°¢ A friend: writes from Swat that there is a rumour of 
great fear, and; to do ‘away. with the existing difficulty, the 
English officers are ‘arranging all gorts of plans. Itis further 
said, that in Kapooree certain gentlemen will meet, but the 
object of their meeting is not known, nor what will be the 


topic of conversation’ with: them.” 


Under the: heading f ‘Mabun ” the Prince of Belgium is s said 
to have visited. that:plaop, and to have been. received by; the 
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Rajah indst hospitably,—“ taking him homein his own arriage, 
feasting hitn, giviig him a‘dance,” &e., dc. - The writer goes 
én to‘say that ‘this gentleman was ‘ so overpowered by the 
music that he clapped his hands with delight, and began to 
sing Dhurpad (a- Hindee song) ; ; and here:the flame already 
kindled by these strains became more heated,” we. &e, The 
remainder of the passage is to the effect that ‘ this. nobleman 
got hold of the nautch girls, giving one of them a ring, and 
calling out, ‘ Very ae very. eek !? He then ordered the 
entertainment to cease.” 


~The Mujma-ool Bharain ‘of the 2lst of “May, and the 
Koh-i-Noor of the 23rd, do not call for particular notice. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 22nd of May continues the Cabul 

Diary:—‘‘ On the Srd of April, the Ameer sent a request for 
two lakhs of rupees to the Beebee Murwareed. The Ameer’s 
kassid, who was sent to bring news of his son, returned with 
the news that Mahomed Oomar Khan, Azeez Khan, Abdool 
Kymur Khan, Mahomed Ali Khan, and Ghulam Mahomed 
Khan, had all been seized in the battle of Kurshuck, and 
were all sent by Shere Ali Khan, under _— of Fakir Maho- 
med Khan, towards Herat.” 


‘The Sadig-ool Ukkbar of the 28rd of May does not contain 
anything of importance. The U ujma-ool Bharain is quoted to 
the effect that ‘“‘the King of Persia is collecting a very large 
force, as the Beloochees have become rebellious, and are creat- 
ing great disturbances, in consequence of which they are to be 
brought to subjection. Mahomed Zatn-ool Abdeen Khan, 
Commander-in-Chief, has been sent to quell the disturbances.’ 


The Malwa Ukhéar of the 20th of May, after extracts from 
other sources, notices a murder case at Karowlee, in the Roh- 
tuck District. ‘The victim was a woman, and her own brother 
the murderer, who also burned the body after, perpetrating the 
crime. The murder was reported to the Thannah at, Sampla: 
and enquiry is now, being made concerning the charges, The 
writer says :==‘* Let us see what will come of it. Bat. the vil- 
lagers have given out that for some days previous, the woman 
was mad, and that she died so ; but still the statement of the 
informer 3 is aganist. this, and. the latter maintains _ i” 


brother killed ‘her on account of ‘her bad character’? . 


papers, notices the grant: of six mionths’ tinie given by the Go» 
vernor-General to. the. _— of imibiien oes to _— his 
case, without comment. 


Tt is ai that a dispute has : arisen between the Russians 
and the Khan of Khiva. The Russians are said to have written 
to the Khan, requesting him to clear out the fort for them to 
livein, “To this the Khan objected, saying that it would be 
against the treaty existing between him and his ancestors ; 
upon which | the Russians wrote again to have the fort 
cleared at ones, otherwise they would take it by force of 
arms,” 


The Ukmil-ool Ukhbar of the 28th of May, after extracts from 
other papers, offers some remarks upon the recent case of 
suttee, and says that about fifty-nine persons have been cap- 
tured and sent up for trial. 


‘The Meerut Gazette of the 28rd of May extracts from 
other papers without comment: 


The Ukhbar Alum of the 21st of May quotes some other 
paper to the effect that “ the Governor-General requested Sir 
Donald Macleod to go up to Simla, and give his opinion in 
Council on the question oi f the rights of the cultivators ; but, 
in consequence of his medical advisers being adverse to the 
trip, Sir Donald did not go, but sent instead his views of the 
question in writing. *» The writer goes on to say,—* This 
gentleman is well acquainted with the state of the Punjab 
finances ; ; therefore it is generally believed that his opinion 
will prove of great value, and satisfactory to all. " 


The Rokileund. Ukkbar of the 28rd of May ee to a dis- 
turbatice which took: place on the occasion of the Mohurrum 
at, Shahabad;. District Umballa, between the two. Mahomedan 
sects; ‘It is said. that:many persons got their heads broken, 
and.Mahomed Ismail. ‘Khan, on the side of the Soonnies, was 
killed; while. Foujdar: Khan is likely to die. The. bodies of 
these: wounded: ; men were at. once taken: to the house of the 
Deputy | ‘Commissioner; and. a troop of cavalry; with. sonie 
infantry, was. immediately. despatched to the scene of: the 

a cer. “Ai Superintendent: of Policé: was also sent. and 


‘an Jenquiy is going on. ‘The Pehséeldar; it is said, ‘went to 
the’ spot, but could do-nothing, so he ran:away back to his 
Tehseel,. ‘They say that the Thannahdar ‘was the cause of the 
disturbance, Thé correspondent who. forwards this aecount 
states that he was present, and saw sufficient to satisfy him 
that the Tehseeldar and. Thannahdar caused the disturbance, 
and then concealed themselves 1 in their own houses ; but up to 
this no one has been captured or arrested. On the same day 
a disturbance took place at Patteeala, during which between 
twenty-five and thirty men were killed, and two hundred 
wounded. On the same day, two or three gentlemen went 
that way with thirty sowars; and on the enquiry into the 
case being completed, more will be written.” 


The Sholatore is quoted to the effect that ‘Captain Walay- 
etza came from some place to the Hoosajinabad of Lucknow, 
and thence into the Musjid of Nawab Mulka Jehan. The 
priest. of the musjid endeavoured to prevent him entering, 
upon which the Captain became angry, and the affair ended 


in blows. The case went up before the Magistrate, and the | 


priest was sentenced to a. month’s imprisonment. In the 
English paper of Lucknow a very flaring account is given 
of this disturbance, and the blame is put upon the Rahece 
Bind, but in reality-the case is different. és 


The State of Rampore is said to be in-a very flourishing 
condition since the Nawab Mahomed Kulb Ali Khan has 
assumed the reins of Government. The Revenue Department 
is also highly spoken of, and. the old hands say that “ the 
Nawab has se sirens haeid this department by good arrange- 
ments that no one can interfere, and nothing is taken from the 
zemindars, save and excepting revenue, Formerly, there was 
great interference ; the poor suffered to a preat'extent, and many 
a village was ruined; but now, that every thing is in the hands 
of the Nawab, all irregularities have been put aside; and 


this has. gréat deal to do: iwith, thé. Hourishing condition of 


the State... The.villages that bad bean: ruined are now agaif 
lodking up} and are fresh; and gréen.and prespérens, . Second- 
dy, in former'times, when tlie pedple had: any: ease in conned- 
‘tion with the family of the Nawab, or with any. of the more 
wealthy natives:of the place, interest worked its way.; and tbe 


) 


Bo Vs 
Boek 22 
’ “lai 
t um pas 
; eS . 
Pe 
+ oh mg 
et Age 


( 269 +») 


reanlt was thatthe Nawab’s family or the wealthy parties were 
successful, while the poor ryot was disappointed. The present 
Nawab acts differently ; he.leans to no one, and deals out justice 
to all; consequently theryo/is happy, Again, the old servants 
of the State—the troops, for instance—had small pay ; and 
when any one of them died, his place was not filled up. The 
present Nawab has changed all this, and has regulated the 
pay according to the rank and respectability of the gpg 
This measure has given géneral satisfaction to the: army.” 
The writer goes on. to say that formerly all kinds of taxes 
were imposed, bat that this state of things no longer exists. 
That the Nawab respects every man according to his rank, in 
consequence of which thousands of persons have come from 
Lucknow, and taken service on handsome allowances. Lastly, 
the Nawab is so good that he allows all to attend his durbar, 
which gives every one an ne of making known his 
chsaget | | 


~The Gwalior Gazette; of the 9th of May, noticing’ the 


victory in Abyssinia, says that ‘ the Maharajah of Gwalior, 
on hearing of it, held a general durbar, at which the Politi- 
cal Agent and seventeen other gentlemen of rank were pre- 
sent. On all sides,’ congratulations were exchanged, and ¢ a 
salute of moanyiads guns was fired,” &c., &. 


_ The same paper refers to a local meeting at Lahore on New 
Year’s Day ! The writer says, —** This meeting is said to have 
been the grandest of all other meetings. The Hindoos and 
their wives, and English ladies, were present.”’ 


The WNusseem. -Jounpore of the. 26th May, the Allygurh In- 
ttilute Gazette of the 29th, and the Kiair Kiwah Punjab of 
the 28th, do not require much notice. The Allygurh Institute 
Gagette gives an; account’ of. the meeting of the Allahabad 
Institute on, the 26th of April, at which an essay on Native 
Female Education, by Baboo Sheo Narain » was read, in which 
the writer showed, by citing both ancient and. modern ; (coms 
paratively). instances, that: female, edueation. is. neither pro» 
hibited. by the Hindgo. Shastras nor the Mahomadan Shurrahi. 
He mentioned some of tthe, canses. which’ led to. the, decline. of 
female education in: idia,, and said that the Hindoo. females . 
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are: not inferior’ to their sisters ‘in any other part of the: world 
in powers of the mind and in appreciation of morality ; and 


as the causes which led ‘to: the decline of female education are 


no longer in operation, no time should be lost in giving them 
moral and religious instraction, &e., &e. 


« Baboo Shoshee Bhoosun Ghose said that it had always ap- 
peared to him an anomaly to educate one-half of the popula. 
tion, and. leave the other half uneducated, The tendency of 
this anomaly was to create as much dissimilarity between the 
two classes, as similarity between the sexes, on the other hand, 
was conducive of harmony. If man and woman were equally 
subject to the same laws of ethics, it was absurd to give 
the one the training of an intellectual dabbler, and the other 


that of a good natural drudge. The ignorance of the one, 
connected by the nearest and dearest ties, necessarily clogged 


the enlightenment of the other. Progress, to be real, must 
therefore be general, simultaneous, and reproductive. He had 
many times asked himselfthe question why this state of things 
was allowed to continue, and had wondered why the pernicious 
custom of not educating female children was not broken 
through. Notwithstanding the voluminous. discussions and 
numerous theories broached on the subject, it appeared to him 
that the reason lay in a nutshell. - It was our repug- 
nance to allow our daughters to mix indiscriminately with 
children the sole condition of whose admission would be the 
ability to pay a schooling fee. Until native society had 
undergone a thorough revolution, this objection, wh ich is an 
effectual obstacle to any system of general female education, 
must remain in force. -He was not one of that class of thinkers 
who considered ‘female modesty’ synonymous with stupidity 
and bashfulness, the servile homage of a dejected and degraded 
spirit, Granting that -this may be the case with men, it 
would be almost outrageous to apply the principle to women. 
It was his conviction, and, he believed, the convaction: of all 
those who did not see the subject through the mist of Angli- 
cism, ’ that, however: necessary female: education may be, it 
aust not be attained at the cost of female modesty. and bash- 
fulness—qualities which our forefathers held to eompensate— 
may; pver-pay—the absence of all intellectual: acco mplish ments. 

He} recommended for adoption a vy of private instruction 


; ‘ 
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by which the dadghters of friends and relatives. and neigh- 
-bours can ‘be taught by-the ladies of the family, ‘or ‘under 
their superintendence, -by-paid mistresses. Such a school 
was proposed some time’ ago by our public-spirited. townsman, 
Baboo -Nilcomul. Mitter, and many were willing to take 
advantage of -his benevolent scheme; but unfortunately it 
did not-succeed. --In his humble opinion, such an institution 
alone would prosper in the beginning, and pave the way for a 
more systematie system of female education. 

¢ Baboo Nilcomul Mitter said that the project’of thie schovl 
alluded'to by Baboo Shoshee Bhoosun Ghose had iiot failed, 


but was held in abeyance, and that it ‘was in contemplation 
to open the school shortly, 


« Baboo Saroda Pershad Sandel and other members address. 
ed the meeting, all in favour of the measure of female educa- 
tion, and concerning the best mode of carrying it out,” &c., 
The Khair Khwah Punjab of the 28th of May does not 
contain anything of importance, 

The Nujm-ool Ukhbar of the 27th ‘of May, after noticing an 
article entitled “‘ A Pleasure-trip ‘through Europe,” publishes 
an editorial upon * English Marriaves.” Then follow some 
remarks upon the growing evil of sending ‘anonymous’ péti- 
tions in the Educational Department; The writer dwells upon 
the ill-effect of those petitions, and says that * our wise Direc- 
tor Sahib has passed his orders through the Government Gazette, 
directing ‘that all such: letters should be destroyed, and not 
attended to, He goés on to say; But it has so happened 
that in some cases people have found out that their petitions 
have proved effective,—or the writer thought so,—for their 
petitions. were at once doubled. They are sent sometimes to 
the Magistrate, sometimes to the Deputy Inspector, some- 
times to other: officials, For instance, a petition complaining 
against the Head-master.is sent-to the Deputy Inspector for 
enquiry. ‘In this are two evils, for the Inspector will either 
condemn:the Headsmaster or the writer of the petitions and 
as the writer is generally -ene-of the Educational people, if the 
complaint is against :.them, they are. ‘displeased _ with the 
Deputy Fuepector, &e., &e, For this reason we think the 
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Inspector ought to. take a translation of them for his own 
‘satisfaction, and take the necessary enquiry when on his 


tour. These petitions are not only given to Hindustanees, but 
the authorities of rank are subjected to them. We know 


instances of native servants or offieials writing petitions 


against the authorities, and then telling the same authorities 
that they can furnish a clue to the writers,” &c., &. The 
writer, after pointing out other evil effects of this custom, 
goes on to say that ‘* Hindustanees have not the courage to 
eomplain against any one to his face, and that is why they 
do so in a hidden way ;”? but.at the same time he thinks that 
these petitions may be mostly true, but that the truth would 
be proved best by one in authority receiving a_ petition 
against himself, and allowing itto be true. ‘‘ Then,” adds 
the writer, ‘“* we should understand it, because a person in a 
rage writes and places all his anger before the hakim.” 


The Oudh Ukhbar of the 26th of May and the %ordoo 
Dethi Gazette of the 80th do not contain anything of © 
importance to Government. The former paper notices the 
disturbed state of Cabul, and the latter ‘refers to the Bheel 
tribes, who are said to be giving a good deal of trouble to the 
officers of the Gwalior Rajah, It is also said by the Delhi 
Gazette that the Government has passed an order directing 
that all Chiefs and Sirdars of independent States who have 
come into Government. territory for protection, shall be 
allowed to remain protected, and an allowance be made to 
them so long as they remain quiet. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 29th of May, after — 


from English papers, notiees the case of the Nawab Alli Ba- 
hadoor, of Jhansie, and says that the pension allowed to the 


Nawab will be extended to his ehildren after his death. 
The Adieb Hind of the 29th of May, after extracts, men- 


tions that “two young Sikhs, who had enlisted for Abyssinia, 


deserted, and have been arrested and placed in confinement. 
When they were asked why they ran away, they replied 


that they feared for their lives. When asked, ‘ Why, then, 
. did you enlist?’ they replied, ‘ For bread.’? They were then 


told that they ought to have died rather than desert, and that 
they would be punished, as they had ding raced the name of 


ra 
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The Ghain Purdainee Puthika of April (no date) does not 
require particular attention. 


Two Nagri papers. of the 26th and 28th of May have been 
received. 


The following vernacular newspapers have been examined 
in this Report, vz. :— 


Wuere Pos- ) Wuer 
No. | NAME OF PAPER. sani. Dats. haeervan. 
ya: | | 1868. 1868. 
l Oudh Okhbar . eee Lucknow, eee May 19th May 93rd. 
2 | Allygurh Institute Gazette,| Allygurh, «| ,, 22nd » 25th 
3 | Julwatoor, | oe | Meerut, eee » 24th » 25th 
4 | Moofeed-ool Anam, oe | Futtebgurh, ... 9  2ist » 26th 
51P unjabee Ukhbar. eee Lahore, eee 99 22nd 99 25th 
-6 | Rahnoomai Punjab, .. | Sealkote, ove 9» 22nd » 26th : 
7 | Kaleid Ummed, ee | Lahore, eee 9» 28rd » 26th 
8 Mujm-ool Bharain, | ece | LoOdi eee 99 2ist 9 26th 
9 | Koh-i-Noor, — ee | Lahore, ove ~~ Sara » 26th 
10 | Lawrence Gazette, ooo | Meerut, cee 9» 22nd » 27th 
11 | Sadig-ool Ukhbar, ee | Bhawulpore, ... — 
12 | Ukhbar Anjumin, eo. | Lucknow, {| ~, £238rd » 27th 
13 | Malwa Ukhbar, eee | Indore, eee 9 20th » 27th 
14 | Sholator e, eee Cawnpore, eee 99 26th | 9 28th 
15 Ukmil-ool U. hkhbar 3 eee Delhi, see 99 28th 99 29th 
16 | Meerut Gazette, oo | Meerut, ose 9» 28rd » 29th 
17 Ukhbar Alum, | eee Ditto, 206 ”y 2ist 99 29th 
18 } Rohilcund U. khbar 7 - 00 Moradabad, e20 ” 28rd 99 29th 
19 | Gwalior Gazette, ee | Gwalior, ove ” 9th » 29th 
20 | Nusseem Jounpore, coe | JOUNPOTC, — ave » 26th » 29th 
21 | Allygurh Institute Gazette,; Allygurh, » 29th » 30th 
22 | Khair Khwah Punjad, ... | Goojranwalla, » 28th » 30th 
93 | N ujm-ool Ukhbar, Tr Meerut, ee 99 27th a 30th 
24 Oudh Ukhbar 9 eee Lucknow, eee 93 26th 9 30th 
25 | Oordoo Delhi Gazette, ooo | Agra, eee 99 30th 93 30th 
26 | Lawrenee Gazetie, oe | Meerut, cee » 29th » sist 
97 Adieb Hind, eee -Delhi, : eee 99 29th 99 Slst 
28 | Ghain Pardainee Puthika, | Lahore, oe | April 9 Slst 
= } Two Nagri papers. 
| 


The 24th June, 1868. 


(True translation.) 


GEORGE WAGENTREIBER, 
Government Reporter on the Vernacular Presa, 
Upper India. 
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